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Dear Members  
 
We had another lovely reunion last year 
and we are meeting again on the 12th of 
May, using the school dining hall to 
display our archives with the raffle and 
the luncheon being held in the School 
Hall. We have again asked Blends 
Caterers to supply our food which will 
begin with canapés and drinks on 
arrival, giving us more time to circulate 
and chat with each other. 
This year, we will be celebrating ‘Sport 
at Coloma over the years’. As this is the 
‘Olympic year’, and some of the current 
Coloma Girls have been chosen to assist 
at the Games, we thought we should 
look back and share some of our 
‘sporting memories’.  Were you a ball 
girl at the Queen’s club? Did you go 
skiing in Austria with the school? Did 
you play in the school lacrosse or netball 
team? Who was head of sport when you 
were at Coloma?  I remember Mrs ‘V’ 
and Miss Keeling, Mrs Lindsay and Miss 
George. We were pleased to be able to 
donate £2,000 two years ago to the new 
football pitch; this year, in honour of the 
Olympics, all donations sent in and 
raffle takings will go towards additional 
sporting needs at Coloma. 
As you know, we gave £1000 to the 
Coloma Primary School in Uganda in 
the 140th Anniversary Year. Sr. Mona 
Maher informs us that the school 
purchased a marquee with the funds. 
Pictures and a letter from the school will 
be on display for all to read at the 
Luncheon. 
Last year we celebrated Drama at 
Coloma and raised nearly £700 from the 
raffle and donations, and with some of 
the surplus from the lunch, we are 
pleased to announce that we have sent 
£750 to Coloma. To purchase 5 seats in 
the new Performing Arts Centre in 
memory of Miss Rafferty from COGA. 
We look forward to hearing your news 
and sharing your memories on the 12th 
of May. 
 
Maureen McLaughlin (née Kemp) 
 

Wurmlach Ski Trips  

Maureen McLaughlin, Chairwoman of the Coloma Old Girls Association 
remembers….. 
Having been a pupil at Coloma Prep and 
Grammar School from 1963 until 1973, I 
returned to Coloma in 1991 to work in the 
Admin office where I assisted the PE 
department with the administration of the 
Annual Ski trips to Wurmlach In Austria under 
the guidance of the late Mrs Margaret 
Lindsay, and subsequently with Miss Anne 
George and Miss Becky Hall.   

In 1997 Miss Hall asked if I would like to assist 
on one of the two trips that went to Wurmlach 
each January.  I was 40, had never skied in my 
life and was frightened of heights! Not my 
idea of a holiday, but what a challenge; what 
an opportunity.  So having tried out skis and 
boots on the dry slopes and acquired an 
amazing bruise from a fall, I headed off to 
Austria with some 60 pupils, Miss Hall, Mrs 

Hallam, Mrs Hannon and two other willing adult volunteers – all experienced 
skiers. We travelled for 24 hours across Europe with regular ‘comfort’ stops and 
driver changes, arriving at a winter wonderland of snow and sunshine.  Carinthia 
House, owned by the St David (Crickhowell) Trust and acquired for the use of  
Coloma girls by the late headmistress Sister Mary Cuthbert and the late Mrs 
Hallwood, is a large house that sleeps  53 people, mainly in dormitories. The 
house has a large refectory and play room. Additional accommodation is 
provided by the wonderful Thurner family at the Thurner hotel, just down the 
road from the house.  
Everyone has their evening meal at the hotel and the family always make the 
staff and pupils so welcome.  The local school opens its doors to the annual 
visitors, showing the girls how their school runs, with PE lessons held on the 
slopes. Like most European schools, they don’t 
wear a uniform. The girls are taught to ski by 
the Austrian ski instructors.  I learnt with the 
girls and spent many an hour side stepping up 
the mountain – no magic carpet to get you up 
the slope, and until you have learnt the basics, 
you cannot take the button lift – which nearly 
everyone falls off the first time! 
I was lucky enough to accompany Coloma girls 
on the ski trips for seven years. It took me three trips to overcome my fear of 

heights and travel on the ski lift on my own! I 
thoroughly enjoyed every trip, which all included 
a day trip to Italy, talent night – with the staff 
taking their turn to the amusement of the girls – 
and a disco at the end of the trip with the local 
children being invited. 
  
The Year 9’s (year 3 to us oldies!!) continue to 
enjoy these trips and it is frightening to think the 

first group of girls I learnt to ski with are now 30!!   

 

 

 

 



Lacrosse Then and Now! 
The following excerpt is taken from the 1972 School Magazine. 
 
‘This past year has seen a steady improvement of the Lacrosse teams under the careful guidance of Mrs Vujkovic and there 
has been a marked increase in enthusiasm throughout the school for this exciting, demanding and potentially dangerous 
sport. After a series of encouraging wins the 1st Lacrosse team confidentially entered into an All England Schools Lacrosse 
Tournament with participants from Manchester and as far south as Southampton and even an entry from the United States 
of America. As a consequence of travelling to the Tournament’s grounds in the school’s somewhat decrepit mini-bus, the 
team arrived in the highest of spirits; a spirit which was reflected in the day’s results in which we were placed third in our 
section. The weather was extremely temperamental but we in the Lacrosse team had played through sleet and snow on 
occasions, and intermittent thunderstorms were hardly enough to dampen our spirits! I can only say that I hope this present 
trend of enthusiasm for lacrosse continues and I feel confident that next year’s teams will forge further into the lacrosse 
field, weather permitting! ‘ Vivienne Muffty 

 
Forty years later, Coloma continues in 
this excellent tradition as can be seen 
here in a photo of the Senior Lacrosse 
Team who recently represented the 
school at the National Lacrosse 
Championships (the only state school 
taking part). Whilst the kit may have 
changed over the years with the girls 
now sporting rock- star hot pink tops 
and dark blue “scorts” (lycra skirt 
shorts) - the fun and team spirit 
remains unchanged. 

 
Sport from the Archives - Did you know? 

1982 – 30 years ago 
The netball captains were Debby Fabritius and Kathy O’Neill, who headed up a first team that reached the semi finals 
of the Surrey Tournament, while the third years reached the finals. The sports teachers were Mrs Lindsay and Mrs 
Edwards. 
 1972 – 40 years ago 
Vivienne Muffty was Captain of the Lacrosse Team, under the guidance of Mrs Vujkovic (always known as Mrs V). This 
team entered the All England Schools Lacrosse Tournament. 
1942 – 70 years ago 
The games notes in the school magazine had to be omitted as Coloma was split up during WWII. Some girls remained 
in Croydon, while about 80 girls were evacuated to Llandilo in Wales. The magazine was rather small in size and 
content because of the paper shortage! 
 

School Magazines  
 

We have a very complete archive of the School Magazine from its beginning (1919) to 1959, and then we have many gaps. 
The years from 1990 to date are particularly sparse. If anyone has an old school magazine that they would be happy to 
donate to the Old Girls’ Archives we would be very pleased to receive it. We will treasure anything that you donate. You 
can bring your magazine along to the Old Girls Lunch, or send to the Archivist. Mrs Sue Turner, Rosemallow, Millers Lane, 
Outwood, Surrey. RH1 5PU 
 
 
 



a military operation commanded by 
Mrs Lindsay and Miss Bushell to 
ensure that we were all in the right 
place at the right time.  
I was usually stationed at the net and 
remember that one had to be quite 
sprightly to ensure the balls got to the 
right baseline person each time. I have 
to admit that I never quite got the 
hang of the tie-breaks, but managed 
to muddle through. One match I was 
ball-girling for John McEnroe and his 
doubles partner Peter Fleming on 
whom I had a slight crush. For some 
inexplicable reason, I had to be a 
stationed on the baseline instead of at 
the net. In the warm up, I bounced the 
ball rather too vigorously to Mr 
Fleming. He had to stretch to reach it 

on the rebound and he told me, 
“You’d make a great fast bowler!” I 
am sure I blushed to the same colour 
as our t-shirts. 
 
If only Coloma had had a cricket team! 
 

June 9th – 15th 1980. Those balmy 
summer days before Climate Change, 
when we didn’t have to worry about 
sun cream. 
 
Our school had been invited to 
provide “Ball girls” for the Stella 
Artois tennis tournament at Queen’s 
Club, under the intense training and 
expert supervision of Mrs Lindsay. 
 
I was quite sporty in those days 
(although now I am reduced to just 
cycling around the French countryside 
with factor 15 on the visible bits!) and 
put myself forward to be part of the 
team. One of the first training 
sessions involved all the volunteers 
lining up and bending over to pick up 
a tennis ball. It was only later we 
realised it was a little ruse to check 
who was wearing the correct uniform 
school knickers. Lilac was not 
officially recognised as “de rigueur” 
and so my friend Michelle fell at the 
1st hurdle. 
 
Every day we went by coach up to 
West London, which seemed like a 
superb way not to be in school 
legitimately, and on the first day we 
were all issued with red t-shirts and 
navy skirts plus a pair of socks. Our 
changing rooms were really dark and 
dismal underneath the clubhouse, 
although I think they did feed us. We 
were already organised into teams of 
6 and switched in and out of the 
matches with the other “skivers” and 
were allotted to the relevant courts, 
depending on the order of play. It was 

Fast Bowler? 

Queen’s Club Ball-Girling 

During my third year at Coloma in 1990, I was a ball girl at Queen’s Club. It was  
a really enjoyable week. As well as  the actual ball-girling we enjoyed  getting 
autographs and collecting players water bottles as souvenirs! 
 
We met big stars such as Stefan Edburg, 
Pat Cash and Ivan Lendl who beat Boris 
Becker in the final to take the champion-
ship that year.  
 
It was during that year as a result of being 
introduced by David Wheton another      
Canadian tennis player and being a ball girl 
at a junior tournament that my classmate Lucy Connor, met Greg Rusedski 
whom she subsequently married in 1999. 
Helen Littell (nee Gorak) 

 

Young Games  
Makers Training  

London 2012 Olympics  
 
The Young Games Makers from 
Coloma were selected to 
volunteer at the Semi Finals and 
Finals of  British Swimming 
Championships. This event was 
also the selection event for the 
GB Olympic Swim Team The 
team's main role at the games will 
be as kit carriers for the 
swimmers. Young Games 
Makers are the only volunteers 
across the entire spectrum of 
volunteers that actually get to go 
out onto the field of play! Mrs 
Wood and Miss Smith are the Kit 
Team Leaders for the Coloma 
Team and they will be looking 
after the athletes kit whilst they 
are swimming. 
 
The organisers were more than 
impressed with the Coloma team, 
commenting on their neat 
appearance and professionalism 
on poolside! On Saturday 10th 
March, the last evening of the 
event, the girls were asked to lead 
out the GB Swim team onto 
poolside to be presented to the 
public for the first time! This was 
a fantastic honour as the girls 
were privileged to meet 
swimmers like Rebecca Adlington 
and David Davies! 
 
The girls are now fully trained for 

the Olympic Games in the 
Summer. They will collect their 
official Olympic YGM kit 
sometime in April! 
  

 

 

 



The two groups totalling one hundred and thirty eight girls 

and twelve staff had a marvellous time on this years ski trips. 

 

This year was the 30th Anniversary of this 

annual visit. As well as learning to ski the girls 

also enjoyed practicing their language skills to 

converse with the locals at the shops and on 

visits. 

 

To mark the anniversary Mrs Martin presented 

the Korenjak  Family who have been looking 

after us for the past 30 years with a tray 

featuring a picture of Shirley Court and the 

anniversary dates. (Conrad and Anna-Maria 

Korenjak have been involved with Coloma since the first trip 

in 1983.  

30th Anniversary Ski Trip 

Wedding News  
Lauren Crouch (95-02) married Kevin 
Merron on 25th June 2011 at All Saints 
Church, Oxted. 
The reception     
 took place at 
W e s t e r h a m    
Golf  Club.  
 
M a n y                            
Congratulations 
to them both! 

COGA WLTM female, ideally with 
DTP skills for LTR, SOH essential! 

(Coloma Old Girls Association would 
like to meet female, ideally with desk 

top publishing skills, for long term 
relationship, sense of humour 

essential) 
 

The COGA committee is a merry 
band of about 16 Old Girls who meet 

4 – 5 times a year to organise the 
COGA school fete stalls, the 

newsletter & the annual lunch. 
Summer & Christmas we also go out 

just for fun.  
 

If you fancy being more involved with 
the Old Girls (with or without the 
DTP skills) grab any of us at the 

Lunch (or Tel - Gill on 0208 407 311)…  
 

Don’t make us come after you! 

They own and run the hotel along with their Daughter 

Maria Longstich.)  

 

The Deputy Mayor of Wurmlach was present 

as well as Hildegard Lederer, a representative 

from the Hildegard School which we have 

visited for 28 of the last 30 years. 

 

At the Ski reunion on 19th March they looked 

at memorabilia from many of the trips that 

have taken place over the 30 years which 

have included many current pupils mothers!  

 

Did you go on a Ski trip? and have any of your 

daughters also gone?. We would be interested to hear the 

comparisons and differences over the years! 

 

Obituaries  
Mrs Simmons 
Gloria Maslin (nee Timbs) Coloma Art teacher (1970’s & 80’s) pays tribute to  
Thurza Simmons (October 1919 – January 2012) Coloma Art teacher (1940’s to 
1970’s) Thurza Simmons was a highly talented artist and print-maker who was 
also a charismatic, inspirational teacher of art for many years at Coloma where 
she helped and encouraged many of her students to pursue artistic careers 
(myself and my late sister Angela being just two of them). Thurza joined the staff 
of Coloma at the start of her career (which spanned over thirty years) in 1948. I, 
too, joined the school in 1948 but as an eleven year old pupil, a long, long time 
ago...   Sadly I have now lost a lifelong friend whom I shall miss greatly – I have so 
much for which to thank her. RIP 
 
Mrs Hallwood  
Mrs Hallwood (Gretel) taught German and was Head of Modern Languages      
before becoming Head of the Careers Advice Department. She was a great       
believer in school trips and always willing to accompany groups at weekends and 
during school holidays, often accompanied by her young son Nicholas who       
became a regular member of the Coloma family. As well as being very influential 
in encouraging Coloma students to participate in the Young Enterprise scheme, 
she was also a great supporter of the Ski trips and in that regard was very          
instrumental in the setting up of the house in Austria which the school still uses 
for its annual Year 9 trips. As a result of her work with Young Enterprise, she was 
offered a full-time post with Young Enterprise which culminated in her being    
awarded the MBE for her services to Young People.  RIP                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coloma Staff Photograph from 1972 showing  
Mrs Simmons – Bottom row 2nd from left and   
Mrs Hallwood – Middle row third  from right. 


